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“Hong Kong’s unique characteristic as a metropolitan city lies in a strange mix of
“Chinese-ness” and international qualities. Both strengths and weaknesses stem from it.
Colonial constraints, the “transition syndrome” and influences of western neo-conservative
ideologies have combined to generate short-termism or minimalism in politics, economics
and social developments, the consequences of which Hong Kong is still suffering. On the
other hand, the resilience of the population was amply demonstrated in the courageous and
disciplined responses to the SARS outbreak, as well as the historically civilised (some would
say very Chinese) July 1 rally. While losing part of its locational edge in a further opening
China, Hong Kong still enjoys a good deal of “quality advantage” over the Mainland, with
which it is increasingly integrated as a result of geo-economic forces. Nevertheless, the
problems of the underdevelopment of the political elite and the heterogeneity of ideologies
within the population have also been obvious. To a large extent, they explain local systemic
instability, policy swings, and the paucity of widely shared visions about the SAR’s future.

In the author’s view, Hong Kong’s long-term success hinges on whether it can harmonise the
two often conflicting traits of “Chinese-ness” and international qualities, free itself from the
shackles of the past and, in the process of collectively redefining its position, truly live up to
the image of the SAR as “Hong Kong of China, Hong Kong of the World”. That is a tall order,
which requires far-sightedness and sagacity. The alternative would be a secular decline of one
of the greatest cities of modern

history.” (http://www.sktsang.com/Archivel lI/HKoC_HKoW.pdf)
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HEE R IEE © “The Hong Kong economy seems to be heading towards
structural dissolution rather than structural transformation. Viewed
from the perspective of the twists and turns of history, the relative decline of Hong Kong
under a resurgent China represents a regional redistribution of affluence and a
shift in geopolitical gravity. It has probably not been the intention of anyone that this
should happen. Nevertheless, if structural dissolution turns out to be the fate of the SAR, it
would be a consequence not of the shortage of financial prowess, but of the paucity of
political will power and committed quality agents.”
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